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mastering Persian and Sanskrit served to direct his mind
towards fresh fields of study, and he determined to learn
English. But here the difficulties in his path were greater.
No proper English schools were in existence; vsuitable
teachers were very scarce ; the extent to which the language
was used in Gujarat was very limited, and the public had
not yet begun to appreciate the advantages of English.
He was obliged, therefore, at first to attend a private school
opened by a Portuguese and later to engage as tutor a
Marathi-speaking native of the Deccan, But he soon
mastered all that they could teach and left them with a
feeling of disappointment that his progress had been so
slight.

At this juncture fortune befriended him. The British
Resident at Baroda, whose headquarters were at Ahmadabad,
had a Daftardar named Sarabhai, whose son, Bholanath,*
was one of Ranchhodlal's friends. The visits of Ranch-
hodlal's father Chhotalal, in company with Govind Rao
Devji, to the Resident on official business had led to an
acquaintance between Chhotalal and Sarabhai, which soon
ripened into friendship. Sarabhai, like Chhotalal, was a
good Persian scholar and also possessed a tolerable knowledge
of English, and believing in the value of the latter language
had engaged able tutors for his son. Arrangements were
soon made for Ranchhodlal to share Bholanath's studies,
and within a comparatively short time Ranchhodlal had
attained sufficient mastery of the language to enable him
to continue his work unaided. He was never averse from
seeking assistance from those willing to help him, and at
one period of his life, when he was employed at Gogha, he
learnt much from an English missionary who was stationed
there. But, broadly speaking, the foundation of his

1 This "boy afterwards became Rao Bahadur Bholanath Sarabhai, who
served Government in the Judicial Department, and was closely associated
with the establishment in Ahmadabad of the Prarthana Samaj, of which
he acted as President for several years. He composed seveial poetical
works, which are still widely read.